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Abstract

The Dong people sing songs to record their daily life without their own writing system. These
songs are called the Dong folk songs handed down from generation to generation, which is a mirror of
history and culture of the Dong ethnic minority groups in China.

Most of the Dong folk songs are about tragic or touching love stories. “Playing in Mountains”
and “Enjoy Moonlight” are typical and traditional matching activities for the young to show their love

to each other by singing songs.
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The melodies of the southern Dong fork songs are different from the northern ones due to dialectal
and natural or ecological and geographical diversities.

In the past, the singers sang these songs just for fun without thinking of getting paid.

Nowadays, the master folk singers sometimes sing for earning money. Many people take part in
singing contests and such new chatting software as QQ and Wechat are also employed by people to
sing songs to each other. However, the middle aged and the elder singers are still the majority. Most
of the young have no interest in singing these folk songs, which is a potential crisis for the inheritance
and development of the Dong folk songs.

Therefore, it is high time for the researchers to take immediate actions to record and preserve the
Dong folk songs.
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Key words: the Dong ethnic minority; the Dong folk songs; the original form; melody; the master
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