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Moonlight . . . iz a medium the most suitable for a romance-writer to get acquainted with his illusive
guests. . . . All [the] details, so completely seen, are so spiritualized by the unusual light, that they
seem to lose their actual substance, and become things of intellect. . . . Whatever, in a word, has been
used or played with, during the day, is now invested with a quality of strangeness and remoteness. . ..
Thus, therefore, the floor of our familiar room has become a neutral territory, somewhere between the
real world and fairy-land, where the Actual and the Imaginary may meet, and each imbue itself with
the nature of the other. ... Glancing at the looking-glass, we behold—deep within its haunted verge
—the smotldering glow of the half-extinguished anthracite, the white moonbeams on the floor, and a
repetition of all the gleam and shadow of the picture, with one remove farther from the actual, and
nearer to the imaginative. Then, at such an hour, and with this scene before him, if a man, sitting all
alone, cannot dream strange things, and make them look like truth, he need never try to write
romances.?
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And it should be borne carefully in mind, that the main facts of that story are authorized and authenti-
cated by the document of Mr. Surveyor Pue. The original papers, together with the scarlet letter it-
self,—a most curious relic,—are still in my possession, and shall be freely exhibited to whomsoever,
induced by the great interest of the narrative, may desire a sight of them. I must not be understood as
affirming, that, in the dressing up of the tale, and imagining the motives and modes of passion that in-
fluenced the characters who figure in it, [ have invariably confined myself within the limits of the old
Surveyor’s half a dozen sheets of foolscap. On the contrary, [ have allowed myself, as to such points,
nearly or altogether as much license as if the facts had been entirely of my own invention. What I
contend for is the authenticity of the outline, (26)
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All this while, Hester had heen looking steadily at the old man, and was shocked, as well as wonder-
smitten, to discern what a change had been wrought upon him within the past seven years. It was not
so much that he had grown older; for though the traces of advancing life were visible, he bore his age
well, and seemed to retain a wiry vigor and alertness. But the former aspect of an intellectual and
studious man, calm and gquiet, which was what she best remembered in him, had altogether vanished,
and been succeeded by an eager, searching, almost fierce, yet carefully gnarded look. It seemed to be
his wish and purpose to mask this expression with a smile; but the latter played him false, and flickered
aver his visage so derisively, that the spectator could see his blackness all the better for it, (115-16)
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In a word, old Roger Chillingworth was a striking evidence of man’s faculty of transforming himself
into a devil, if he will only, for a reasonable space of time, undertake a devil's office. This unhappy
person had effected such a transformation by devoting himself, for seven years, to the constant analy-
sis of a heart full of torture, and deriving his enjoyment thence, and adding fuel to those fiery tortures
which he analyzed and gloated over. (116)
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Hester sought not to acquire any thing beyond a subsistence, of the plainest and most ascetic
description, for herself, and a simple abundance for her child. . .. Except for that small expenditure
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in the decoration of her infant, Hester hestowed all her superfluous means in charity, on wretches less
miserable than herself, and who not unfrequently insulted the hand that fed them. Much of the time,
which she might readily have applied to the better efforts of her art, she employed in making coarse
garments for the poor. (58-59)

W h2aW LTHRD X Sel<s,

It is probable that there was an idea of penance in this mode of occupation, and that she offered up a
real sacrifice of enjoyment, in devating so many hours to such rude handiwork.  She had in her nature
arich, voluptuous, Oriental characteristic,—a taste for the gorgeously beautiful, which, save in the ex-
quisite productions of her needle, found nothing else, in all the possibilities of her life, to exercise itself
upon. Women derive a pleasure, incomprehensible to the other sex, from the delicate toil of the nee-
dle. To Hester Prynne it might have been a mode of expressing, and therefore soothing, the passion
of her life. Like all other joys, she rejected it as sin. {59)
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It is remarkable, that persons who speculate the most boldly often conform with the most perfect quie-
tude to the external regulations of society. The thought suffices them, without investing itself in the
flesh and bleod of action. Se it seemed to be with Hester. (113)
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“Thou are crushed under this seven years’ weight of misery. . . . But thou shalt leave it all behind
thee! It shall not cumber thy steps, as thou treadest along the forest-path; neither shalt thou freight
the ship with it, if thou prefer to cross the sea. Leave this wreck and ruin here where it hath hap-
pened! Meddle no more with it! Begin all anew! Hast thou exhausted possibility in the failure of
this one trial? Notso! The future is yet full of trial and success. There is happiness to be enjoyed!
There is good to be done! Exchange this false life of thine for a true one. . . ." (135)
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She had wandered, without rule or guidance, in a moral wilderness; as vast, as intricate and shadowy,
as the untamed forest, amid the gloom of which they were now holding a colloguy that was to decide
their fate. Her intellect and heart had their home, as it were, in desert places, where she roamed as
freely as the wild Indian in his woods. For vears past she had looked from this estranged point of
view at human institutions, and whatever priests or legislators had established; criticizing all with
hardly more reverence than the Indian would feel for the clerical band, the judicial robe, the pillory, the
gallows, the fireside, or the church, The tendency of her fate and fortunes had been to set her free,
The scarlet letter was her passport into regions where other women dared not tread. Shame,
Desgpair, Solitude! These had been her teachers,—stern and wild ones,—and they had made her
strong, but taught her much amiss. (136)
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BEREUT, BRLVCEWTH - bR, oS o~ bi#t o Thsb,
BT, EARBERRLET 4 £ X7 — Ao O 7TEMS, L PEEYHEDATE L
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Thus, we seem to see that, as regarded Hester Prynne, the whole seven vears of outlaw and ig-
nominy had been little other than a preparation for this very hour. But Arthur Dimmesdale! Were
such a man once more to fall, what plea could be urged in extenuation of his crime? None, (136)
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LTH2DTHD, EoidiFaily L7 4 s X7 - A BRUASEIBEYE nF 11,
“It was the exhilarating effect—upon a prisoner just escaped from the dungeon of his own heart
—of breathing the wild, free atmosphere of an unredeemed, unchristianized, lawless region.”
(137) LR, HHORITBHNT, BHFELFV A P RETIBBOLOTHD LFL TS,
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RO Y 57t O THB, “Such was the sympathy of Nature—that wild, heathen Nature of
the forest, never subjugated by human law, nor illuminated by higher truth—with the bliss of
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ZLT~AZ —DOREBRL SVIBREF NI, FOELORE. T4 4X7 A B
B I IRIh D, BEOPHCERACOOCTTRRTREY Lic< k- 1c b, Bl
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The wretched minister! He had made a bargain very like it! Tempted by a dream of happiness, he
had vielded himself with deliberate choice, as he had never done before, to what he knew was deadly
sin. And the infectious poison of that sin had been thus rapidly diffused throughout his moral system.
It had stupefied all blessed impulses, and awakened into vivid life the whole brotherhood of bad ones.
Scorn, bitterness, unprovoked malignity, gratuitous desire of ill, ridicule of whatever was good and
holy, all awoke, ta tempt, even while they frightened him. (160)
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OHEBETHDL, BLET~AZ-APDTERTHH, Cao- V2 voREibii~A R —
D L EELFCET ST R, 3B hF1L, “[The witnesses of Hester Prynne’s dis-
grace] were stern enough to look upon her death, had that been the sentence, without a murmur
atits severity . ...” (41) &, BROWEHEI X HHIWIE - T3 L, FLETHHIFIILD
FEZ AT, ~RF =13 T, FRI IR TER ) A EROREL Kb » 1223 %
hic o T, “that had been so cunningly contrived for her by the undying, the ever-active sen-
tence of the Puritan tribumal” {80} & @ = A v F &ML TWw-5, FEEHFRC. -V E VD
Flel b2 LR UH{ A, B#HO0BVRBUEPBIE T 2 RT3 - LOBER T
e LGBO L IHBRNR O ThS, HEBETA—ANY. -V x vOoTHboBUPLR
THEEDHETIE, #HET-2, 72— b —FEXBEITOHLNEZ -2, 1v7 4 7VDH
OFEEZR TR, B » 2R EOTHLZH OBV % “in such a grim fashion as the Puritanic
nurture would permit”’ (85) L FE L. B 7EHTREA~AZ —RFHEAA TS LTl b
HOEn T AR T 58 %, “the children of the Puritans looked up from their play,—or
what passed for play with those sombre little urchins” (70-71) &, s —V X voOFHibiz
FEZhTeHOR. THOBOLRFTLACESCODLDTHILERDLL, Ea—D RV
EhoFHOFFLIMAL T L 5icBbh3d, SHIEAEORESBICH LTORBY
O LA d DBROIS, BIETIDLAKILShEE~A X — - ) gz
2=pbRTAT, V) vy ARBELR U LT HRHAGOTRELLLE I FRIRO IS
FLTA,

They were, doubtless, good men, just, and sage. But, out of the whole human family it would not
have been easy to select the same number of wise and virtuous persons, who should be less capable of
sitting in judgment on an erring woman'’s heart, and disentagling its mesh of good and evil, than the
sages of rigid aspect towards whom Hester Prynne now turned her face, She seemed conscious, in-
deed, that whatever sympathy she might expect lay in the larger and warmer heart of the multitude;
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for, as she lifted her eyes towards the balcony, the unhappy woman grew pale and tremhled. {46-47)

FORODAFIFIFI 7T g« 747 YHREICOGTERO Y3z AV A EERS,

He looked like the darkly engraved portraits which we see prefixed to old volumes of sermons; and had
no more right than one of those portraits wounld have, to step forth, as he now did, and meddle with a
question of human guilt, passion, and anguish. (47)

Thbb#bIIER CAE,IOBE TS » 185 ABLIIIRGF T, ADEFEBOROL
DREEXEF T LKA THEET, BRI IMM TS L b ADREPER & V- AR
ZAHATHEMNIN LV OEEVFORMBTHD, TEBEILSKY > THRERK
HEREYBLLBEBUCTRE AL, BREFLHAFHERORE S L TEERKEY FITOT
T ER [TFF 4 vOBRIIELEHLL] EFEIFENT S, V) vH L BEBED
WF AR R Lz, “The impression made by his aspect, so rigid and severe, and frost-
bitten with more than autumnal age, was hardly in keeping with the appliances of worldly enjoy-
ment wherewith he had evidently done his utmost to surround himself,” {74-75) &<, <9 »
F 4GRS EIE LAOH < FOR HICEDH T2 Lfihd, TO#H, 3 Fk
BN ety &N

But it is an error to suppose that our grave forefathers—though accustomed to speak and think of hu-
man existence as a state merely of trial and warfare, and though unfeignedly prepared to sacrifice
goods and life at the behest of duty—made it a matter of conscience to reject such means of comfort, or

even luxury, as lay fairly within their grasp. (75}

CDISTE— Y A vHEFOBEEC DL, —BRERCIIEREOYRE L CHERID,
BLRLIBEREAELATHZ LAE I FIBHL TN, £ LTREE CTHNE TORR
KOWT, 74 &4 XF - VEEIORCHEIESA R E R T WSO EET S A4 2T OB
BHTL LR, oI, T~2x— - ZV vibihicb R #XFELHIOT D &
i R EBET L2, EEhf o L bBEES - i F L1, O EHDOEEECHEN
ERDEM ot L, BODITE LS it D ERMELBRD, £ LT OFRICE Y
FRkOX3hz AV IEERLS,

Without disputing a truth so momentous, we must be allowed to consider this version of Mr. Dimmes-
dale’s story as only an instance of that stubborn fidelity with which a man’s friends—and especially a
clergyman’s—will sometimes uphold his character; when proofs, clear as the mid-day sunshine on the
scarlet letter, establish him as false and sin-stained creature of the dust. (175)
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Bilchie, WX BETD ISR anHEciATh, BEE LTof s bhit, &
B2 BEDOF 4 2 RF—A~2 % —iXF 5, “Shall we not spend our immortal life
together? Surely, surely, we have ransomed one another, with all this woe!” (173) = O S¥iL.
AAZ —NERHG I bORE RO TGIGZ EERL TV S, T4 aXT—LIRIDX S
E~AX—BROE, KOLGKTF 5,

“The law we broke!—the sin here so awfully revealed—let these alone be in thy thoughts! Ifear! I
fear! It may be, that, when we forgot our God,—when we violated our reverence each for the other’'s
soul,—it was thenceforth vain to hope that we could meet hereafter, in an everlasting and pure reun-
ion. God knows; and He is merciful! He hath proved his mercy, most of all, in my afflictions. . . .
Had either of these agonies been wanting, [ had been lost for ever! Praised be his name! His will be
done! Farewelll” (173}

—ERLT_EITLMOCLEeBRET 4 £ XF A TH - i, BERHORBEREL T,
NARE—LOETRL DB BALDOTHS, TOF 4 2 AF - L OBRBOERCH L, EBF
%, ‘“We have thrown all the light we could acquire upon the portent, and would gladly, now
that it has done its office, erase its deep print out of our own brain.” (174) &, 54 A XF— 4
DROHNFREOREAZRLic, LOFHEETLT%, ELTZOWEDORINE LTEHE
WREREDOX HZE 5, “Betrue! Betruel Be true! Show freely to the world, if not your
worst, yet some trait whereby the worst may be inferred!” (175) 7 4 & X5 — A OBILENE
DERBEARIL, FIRACHTSRLAICED, BeBDl L Sk, ABFLLLECOE
2T biv L, TR ECRSHTEC- WD LTI b v, TicbbMoBERE -
THEELBZIEXEBEHVFRCZCHEINELTWEDTHS,

T4 AT =NOFEE, - AL LR BEHL TV EA~A L - LD, BU = 2 —
AV 77V FRRED, HOORBETHITEFI TS, A—ahia—v , ~TRELEEL
TERCELLTVAZ LERBETR LI, BT, FOMIFL2F 2T ~A & — 24
TRD L3z 2 v T35,

But there was a more real life for Hester Prynne, here, in New England, than in that unknown region
where Pearl had found a home. Here had been her sin; here, her sotrow; and here was yet to be her
penitence. She had returned, therefore, and resumed,—of her own free will, for not the sternest
magistrate of that iron period would have imposed it,—resumed the symbol of which we have related
so dark a tale. (177)
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