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3. Euro coins: identity and heritage politics
Alexis D'Hautcourt (335 [E B54545)
As euro coins have a double-sided system,
a common side and a national side, they offer an
interesting object of study for examining
contemporary European values and identities. In
this talk | offered an introduction to my research
on euro coins by presenting two test cases. 1.
How are women represented on the euro coins?
While the European Union often holds itself up as
an example, if not a leader, when it comes to
gender equality, what visibility does it offer
women on its coins? 2. What history and heritage
disputes did arise between European countries in
the euro coinage system? How were they
resolved? European history is characterized by
constant wars. | discussed whether it would be
possible to present national histories and symbols

that are acceptable to all Europeans?
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Prefatory Note

Yasuko Takezawa

The Intercultural Research Institute
(IRD), a central research center of Kansai
Gaidai University, conducts a variety of
research activities every year. It has a long
history spanning more than half a century
since its establishment in 1972, prior to the
opening of the graduate school. Its mission
is to share widely the results of its
organized research into the depths of
various languages and cultures, and to
provide a platform for intellectual
exchange, with support and cooperation
both within and outside the university. In
line with this mission, the IRI has
presented research results by faculty and
graduate students, invited prominent
researchers to give lectures, and held
public lectures, symposiums, forums, and
seminars for students and the general
public. IRI collaborative research projects,
language and culture colloquium, regular
meetings, and language and culture
research forums have been added since
2014.

Our four core goals for the time
being are: To promote research and
educational exchanges within and outside

the university focusing on the fields of

language, culture and education.
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To further invigorate research
activities through collaborative research
projects, colloquium, forums, and other
research activities.

To study the characteristics of

Japanese language and culture Dby
comparing and contrasting them with
foreign languages and cultures, and to
publish and present research outcomes in
the forms of oral presentations, journal
articles, and/or academic books both within
and outside of Japan.

To contribute to the local community
through public lectures, colloquium, forums,
and other activities.

The above core objectives cannot be
achieved overnight, but can only be
achieved through the accumulation of
many years of work. While cherishing the
tradition established by former Director
Hideki Tsukamoto and other predecessors,
we held a series of public lectures,
symposiums (colloquium), and forums in
FY2024.

In addition, we were able to host a
Shakespearean play for the first time in
five years, which could not be held during
the pandemic. We also hosted an IRI
seminar, replacing a Reikai, a regular
meeting, which had been suspended for
many years. It should be noted that the
former was a great success with an

audience of more than 1,000 people, and
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that the IRI seminar by visiting professor
Lee Seul-ki was attended by over 30 people,
including 19 undergraduate students, who
actively asked questions in English. The
hybrid of

symposium, conducted in

face-to-face and online sessions, was
attended by participants from abroad as
well from various regions of Japan. We also
recorded the Forum's commemorative
lecture by Professor Jusen Asuka of Tohoku
University, to make the record open to the
public so that it could be viewed by people
from all over the world.

Finally, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to Chancellor Eiko
Tanimoto, President Yukio Oba, President
Kazuko Tanimoto of the Junior College, all
those who spoke and cooperated in various
events, and the faculty and staff of Kansai
Gaidai University, especially Mr. Naoyuki
Fujii, Manager of the Research Support
Center, Mr. Yasuhiro Okada, Assistant
Manager, and all the staff members of the
Media Center.

(Professor and Director of the Intercultural

Research Institute, KGU)

IRI Activities 2024

IRI Public Performance: William
Shakespeare’s Bomeo and Juliet by
StagePlay Japan
1. Date and time : May 30 (Thu.), 2024
18:30~21:00

2. Place : Tanimoto Memorial Hall

A theater-play of Shakespeare’s “Romeo
and Juliet” by the actor group “Stage Play
Japan” was performed on the evening of
May 30 at the Tanimoto Memorial Hall as a
public lecture hosted by the International
Cultural Institute.

This was the first English play in five
years, and on the day of the performance, a
long line formed at the entrance to

Tanimoto Memorial Hall.

IRl Seminar

1. Date and time : June 27 (Thu.), 2024
16:45~18:00

2. Place : Nakamiya Campus, Library & Media

Center 2F #5206

Title : Gender Wage Gap in Korea: Findings from
Airline and Hotel Industries
LEE Seul Ki, Visiting Professor, Kansai Gaidai

University/Associate Professor,Sejong University



In Korea, gender disparities have been a
significant issue concerning recruitment and
advance of female human resources for
considerable time. Among the various forms of
gender-based disparities, gender-wage gap is
arguably the most formidable and visible,
discouraging capable talents from entering the
industry workforce.

While the Korean hospitality and tourism
industry is facing a serious challenge in securing
and retaining competent human resources, recent
media coverage (Korea Times, 2024) suggests
that in Korea the gap is the greatest among 33
OECD countries. To this end, the gender-wage
gap in Korean airline and hotel industries are
examined using microdata between the years
2015-2022, released from Statistics Korea.

Econometric analysis of the data revealed
that although gender-based segregation and
gender-wage gap are significant in both industries,
size of the gaps are somewhat smaller than the
OECD report with some interaction effects with
age and education levels. Limitations and
implications are discussed along with the findings
of the analyses.

Korea Times, The (2024). “Korea’s
gender wage gap worst among 33 OECD
countries: report” accessed April 4, 2021 at:

https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/biz/2024/04/6
02_370268.html
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KGU Intercultural Research Institute (IRI)
& Science Council of Japan (SCJ)

Joint Symposium (open)

30 Years after the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake and Multicultural Coexistence
for the Next Generation —The Future of

Education and Youth in Japan—

Aim:

January 17, 2025 marked the 30th
anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake that killed 6,434 people. The term
“multicultural coexistence” has spread throughout
Japan as a result of voluntary activities to help
foreigners who were affected by the disaster and
mutual support. In this symposium, we focused
on the career paths of young people with foreign
roots, especially college education, and together
we considered what has been accomplished in the
past 30 years and what are still major issues to be

addressed.

Opening Address: TAKEZAWA Yasuko,
Director of IRI, Kansai Gaidai University/
Council Member of Science Council of Japan

(SCY)

SECTION 1: Film screening
Chair: YOSHIMURA Masako, Hosei University/
Associate Member of SCJ
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Film 1 Lemon (Directed by MATSUBARA
Luma, 8min.)

Film 2 In Between — In Search for a Place for
a Mother Tongue (Directed by PARK Kiho,

38min.)

SECTION 2: Symposium
Chair: CAKIR Murat, Kansai Gaidai College
Explanation of purpose : TAKEZAWA Yasuko
Lecture 1

Reflecting on 30 Years of Multicultural
Coexistence from an Educational Perspective:

Initiatives of the Takatori Community Center

YOSHITOMI Shizuyo

(Mukogawa Women'’s University)
Since its inception after the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, | addressd several
issues that have become apparent from 30 years
of working with children from multicultural
backgrounds. This reflection raised awareness of
the underlying issues within Japanese education
in the context of multicultural coexistence.

With a focus on language development
and identity formation, | proposed how creating
environments that ensure educational rights for
all children can open possibilities for the future

of Japanese society.

Lecture 2
Reflecting on Multicultural Coexistence from My

Own Experiences

MATSUBARA Luma Yuri Akizuki
(Advertising related company employee)

I grew up watching my parents,
third-generation Brazilians of Japanese descent,
who were involved in supporting foreigners from
South America in Kobe. | myself have been
involved in the “Re:C” project, which is a visual
representation of the experiences of children with
foreign roots. 1 was once a child who was
supported, but now | am supporting children with
similar roots as a member of society. In this
lecture, | considered the career paths and future of
young people with foreign roots based on my

experiences.

Lecture 3
College Admission for Young People with
Foreign Roots: Insights from a Video Production

on Mother Tongue Classrooms

PARK Kiho

(Filmmaker/ Non-profit IKUNO TABUNKA FLAT)

The term “multicultural coexistence”
spread throughout our society in the wake of the
Great Hanshin Earthquake. Thirty years have
passed since then, and today there are
approximately 2.93 million people with foreign
roots living in Japan. How has our society
changed over the past 30 years? | thought about
coexistence”

“multicultural from my own

perspective as a Zainichi Korean living in Japan



and across the field of documentary production.

Lecture 4
Closed Doors to Higher Education:

Undocumented Migrants in Japan

INABA Nanako

(Sophia University/ Associate Member of SCJ)

There should be no children who are not
allowed to go to school. However, there are
children who are shut out of higher education
even after graduating from Japanese high school
because they are undocumented migrants. |
discussed the current situation of children of
undocumented migrants as a problem that has
resulted from the failure of Japanese laws and
systems to adapt to the realities of a globalized

society.

Discussion

Commentator SHIMIZU Mutsumi  (Japan
Women'’s University)
Chair: TAKEZAWA Yasuko

Closing Address: TAKEZAWA Yasuko
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The Forefront of Energy and Climate Policy in
the World and Japan : How much CO2 reduction
is needed and what kind of energy mix is
desirable?

Dr. ASUKA Jusen

(Professor, Tohoku University)

Despite the importance of energy and
climate policy, there is not enough concrete,
quantitative information being disseminated, and
there are many misunderstandings.

In this lecture, | discussed the following
common questions: Is climate change real? Do
we need nuclear power? Can we trust renewable
energy? Energy conservation is no longer
possible? What will happen to our electricity
bills? How does Japan’s energy/climate policy

compare to other countries?

The 11th IRI Linguistic and Cultural Forum,

Keynote Lecture

1. Date and time : February 15 (Sat.), 2025
15:00~16:30

2. Place : Nakamiya Campus, ICC 2F #6206

IRI Collaborative Research Project 2024
The 11th IRI Linguistic and Cultural Forum
Seven projects were selected as IRl
Collaborative Research Project 2024, and
10 presentations were made at the IRI
Research Forum, including the results of

these projects.

IRI Collaborative Research Project
Workshop
Kanji Teaching Workshop

- Instruction of Intermediate Learners —
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Editor’s Notes

We are pleased to present the 15th
Newsletter of the Intercultural Research
Institute (IRI). This year we were able to hold a
fully face-to-face event, free from the
constraints of the novel coronavirus. Public
lectures and presentations were successfully
held and enjoyed by a large audience.

The IRI Linguistic and Cultural Forum
featured 10 research presentations from the
fiscal year's IRI Collaborative Research Project,
etc. Lively discussions were held, and we
sincerely hope that this program will sow the
seeds for future research advances.

We are planning a variety of events in the
coming year to further promote language and
cultural research at KGU. Thank you for your
continued support and cooperation.

(CAKIR Murat)



